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The EFI Designer Accelerator supports local, sustainable labels to expand
internationally and create employment opportunities for artisans.
After several successful terms of the Accelerator in Africa, EFI has launched a
new and first-of-its-kind Accelerator dedicated solely to homeware designers
based in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.
The mission of the accelerator is to bring new talents to the world stage, with
designs produced in collaboration with master craftsmen and artisans from
marginalised communities. These design labels act as a vehicle for social
change, cultural preservation, and positive impact.
This programme is supported by the European Union and UNESCO.
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ABOUT THE BRAND
@aikenlive
Website aikenology.com
AIKEN by Aigerim Akenova is a contemporary, progressive label hailing from
Central Asia - a pioneer in sustainable fashion practices in Kazakhstan. AIKEN
translates the nomadic spirit of discovery into uniquely refined designs that
celebrate the infinite power of individuality and a lifelong journey. Always bold,
memorable, and intuitive, AIKEN expresses a keen technical appreciation
toward textures, colours, and craftsmanship in order to create authentic,
ethically-produced pieces.

Aigerim Akenova is a multidisciplinary artist and designer with 11 years of
experience building physical and experiential CMF narratives and designs.
Originally from Kazakhstan, her studies in fashion and textile design took her to
Milan and Los Angeles, and her career spans the entire globe, from Central Asia
to the USA. She is driven by sustainability in her pursuit of finding the healing
possibilities of textiles and tactility as an alternative to our screen-based lives.
A highly sensitive person with colour-touch synesthesia, her surroundings
inspire and stimulate both her emotions and imagination, which she then
expresses through abstract art and conceptual design with the aim of giving
back and inspiring others.
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DINNING COLLECTION - TACTILE LIVING - Developed in collaboration with EFI (2022)
All AIKEN creations reflect the cultural heritage of the designer’s roots and the
trajectory of Central Asian nomads. This dining collection was inspired by
Kazakhstan’s culture of hospitality and the idea that every guest is treated as a
‘messenger from the heavens’. Sharing sustainable practices from her native
land was at the heart of this collection and bringing people together in
communities was the main objective. Each piece in the collection, from the
futons to ceramics, was co-created alongside local artisans to produce
simplistic yet intricate traditional patchwork, mirroring the practicality of
nomadic lifestyle.
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DINNING COLLECTION - TACTILE LIVING - Developed in collaboration with EFI (2022)
The Körpe
Korpe is a futon made of traditional patchwork technique - “quraq”. It is a multifunctional piece of
the interior. When there are many guests, instead of owning a set of chairs the host can unfold
several körpes to form a perimeter of seats. Due to its ornamental design it becomes part of a
decoration in one’s room. Very practical solution for modern living, too.
Körpe in this collection is made of silk velvet - “bahmal”, traditional handmade velvet made by
artisans in Uzbekistan. It’s 90% silk and 10% cotton, which makes it a luxurious tactile experience.
Quraq (patchwork) is designed to recycle leftover cotton from the local (Kazakhstani) textile
manufacturer Adili. The filling inside is made of 100% wool from Kazakhstan.
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ETHICAL FASHION INITIATIVE
The Ethical Fashion Initiative (EFI) acts as a bridge, connecting marginalised
artisan communities in challenging and remote locations with global lifestyle
brands.
The EFI's mission is to work towards sustainable development and create long
term impact in the communities in which it operates. The EFI creates
meaningful work, with fair and decent working conditions, employing
traditional skills, from Maasai beading in Kenya to hand weaving of raw Afghan
silk.
EFI's purpose is to enable, through work, the freedom, equality, dignity and
rights of all those who contribute to the production of fashion and lifestyle
products.

SOME OF OUR PARTNERS

CONTACTS

Sadiath Alimath - Sales and Merchandising
saminou@intracen.org
Heather Banes - Communication
hbarnes@intracen.org

ethicalfashioninitiative.org

Instagram: @ethicalfashion

The content of this presentation is confidential. It is not intended to be distributed or shared with
any third party without the prior written consent of the Ethical Fashion Initiative.

